forward in love, or desire of matrimony, till I knew the world
better, and consequently should be more able to provide
such a handsome maintenance as I confess I had ambition
enough to desire; but yet my heart could not absolutely slight
so lovely a young creature as to pretend I had no esteem for
her charms, which had captivated others, and particularly
my master's grandson, Mr. Charles Bourne, who was more
deserving than any. However I told her (because my ir-
resolution should not anticipate her advancement,) that I
should respect her as one of the dearest of friends; and re-
ceiving a little dog from her as a companion on the road, I
had the honour to be accompanied as far as Bramham Moor
by my rival/
He was received by his parents like the Prodigal son, and
had engaged himself as journeyman in Dublin, when his old
master Powell employed officers to seize him for leaving his
apprenticeship. It was in vain that his father and a friendly
brother-in-law offered a fair sum for his release, while he
concealed himself; more was demanded than would have
been proper for them to give; there was no other remedy
than to leave Ireland once more, and as about that time he
had received a letter from his dearest at York, saying that he
was expected there, thither, purely again to enjoy her com-
pany, he resolved to direct his course. His friends were
much concerned at their parting, 'but my unlucky whelp,'
says he, 'that a little before, while taking a glass with Mr.
Hume (the printer with whom I had engaged), had torn my
new hat in pieces, seemed nowise affected by my taking boat;
so I let the rascal stay with my dear parents who were fond
of him for my sake, as he was of them for his own; nor was he
less pleasant by his tricks to the neighbourhood, who called
him Yorkshire, from the country whence I brought him/
There is a chasm in this part of the manuscript: it ap-
pears, however, that he remained some months at York, and
then went to London, where he was as careful as possible in
saving what he had earned, 'but yet,' says he, 'could not
perceive a prospect of settlement whereby to maintain a
spouse like her as I judged she deserved, and I could not
bear the thoughts to bring her from a good settlement,
without I could certainly make us both happy in a better/